
 
 
 

 

AGENDA OF SPEAKERS 
 

AMERICAN GREAT LAKES PORTS ASSOCIATION 
2022 SUMMER MEETING 

July 27 
Saint Kate Hotel - Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 

8:30 AM WELCOME 
welcome comments from the Honorable Cavalier Johnson, Mayor - City of 
Milwaukee 
  

8:45 AM REGIONAL MARITIME ADVOCACY 
Steve Fisher, Executive Director - AGLPA and Eric Peace, Vice President - Lake 
Carriers Association on Great Lakes maritime priorities in the 117th Congress  
 

9:15 AM NATIONAL PORT ADVOCACY 
Cary Davis, Senior Government Relations Director and General Counsel - 
American Association of Port Authorities, on key issues and advocacy for the 
nation's ports 
 

9:45 AM PORT SPOTLIGHT - GROWTH AT THE PORT OF MILWAUKEE 
Adam Tindall-Schlicht, Director - Port Milwaukee, on cargo and cruise market 
development projects 
 

10:15 AM GREAT LAKES CRUISING - CREATING THE SHORESIDE 
EXPERIENCE 
Theresa Nemetz, CEO - Great Lakes Shore Excursions, on best practices for 
hosting cruise passengers and showcasing your community 
 

10:45 AM BREAK 
 

11:00 AM OCEAN SHIPPING IN THE GREAT LAKES 
Chris Hall, President - Shipping Federation of Canada on priorities for ocean 
carriers serving Great Lakes ports 
 

11:30 AM BUILDING THE NEWEST LAKER 
Mark A. Barker, President - Interlake Steamship Company, on construction of 
the company's new bulk vessel, and new market developments 
 



 
 
 

   

12:00 PM LUNCH & PACESETTER AWARD PRESENTATION 
 
 

1:00 PM PORTS ARE ABOUT TO GET SHALLOWER 
Marie Strum, Chief - Operations Division / Detroit District USACE 
Esther Johnson, Assistant Chief - Operations Division / Detroit District USACE 
Melissa Kropfreiter, Hydraulic Engineer - Detroit District  USACE 
Paul Mazzeno, Chief - Operations Division / Chicago District USACE 
on the binational effort to update Great Lakes datum, and how that will impact 
dredging and disposal capacity at ports 
 

2:00 PM SUCCESSFUL PORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 
Mike Sullivan, Director - Great Lakes Gateway, Maritime Administration, on best 
practices for successful grant applications 
 

2:30 PM CYBER SECURITY FOR THE MARITIME TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 
Pat Nelson, Cyber Specialist - Ninth Coast Guard District, on preparing port 
organizations and facilities for cyber threats in an increasingly dangerous world 
 

3:00 PM DEVELOPING CONTAINER TRADE AT GREAT LAKES PORTS 
panel discussion with Jonathan Lamb, President - Lake Superior Warehousing; 
Dave Gutheil - Vice President - Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority; and 
Vanta Coda - CEO, Ports of Indiana; moderated by Deb Deluca, Executive 
Director - Duluth Seaway Port Authority 
 

3:30 PM ADJOURN 
 


