February 8, 2017

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Charles Schumer
Senate Majority Leader Senate Minority Leader

The Capitol, S-230 The Capitol, S-221

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader McConnell and Minority Leader Schumer:

We are writing to express our strong support for S.168, the Commercial Vessel Incidental
Discharge Act (CVIDA). Our organizations represent U.S. and international vessel owners and
operators; fishing vessel, passenger vessel and charterboat operators; labor unions; marine
terminals and port authorities; national business organizations; and industries that rely on
maritime shipping to transport essential cargoes in domestic and international commerce.

We applaud Sens. Roger Wicker (R-MS), Robert Casey (D-PA), Marco Rubio (R-FL), Bill
Nelson (D-FL), and John Thune (R-SD) for introducing CVIDA at the beginning of the 115th
Congress, and appreciate Sens. Thune’s and Nelson’s leadership in moving quickly to report the
bill out of the Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation on January 24. CVIDA,
which enjoyed broad bipartisan support in both the Senate and the House during the 114th
Congress, would eliminate a regulatory burden hindering interstate and international commerce
by replacing multiple federal and state regulations with a single national standard for the
regulation of ballast water and other discharges incidental to normal vessel operations. The bill
would also maintain protective measures jointly undertaken by industry and federal agencies to
reduce the movement of invasive species on the navigable waterways.

It is urgent that CVIDA be enacted in 2017. Vessel owners will spend millions of dollars
installing onboard equipment to comply with Coast Guard and EPA requirements, but still be at
risk of fines and penalties for violating state requirements that cannot be met by existing
technology. This overlapping patchwork of federal and state regulations kills jobs, undermines
the efficiency of maritime transportation, increases business costs, and places mariners at risk of
civil and criminal prosecution. It also delays investments in treatment technology that will
strengthen environmental protection.

CVIDA would provide vessel owners and mariners with a predictable and transparent regulatory
structure in which vessel incidental discharges are regulated and enforced by the U.S. Coast
Guard, using as its baseline the ballast water discharge standard that EPA’s Science Advisory
Board has determined to be the most stringent currently achievable. The bill will ensure the
installation of high-performing technologies on commercial vessels, and allows for
improvements in the national standard as technology improves. CVIDA also preserves the ability
of states to enforce the federal ballast water discharge standard, petition for a higher standard,
work with Coast Guard to develop best management practices, and regulate recreational vessels
operating in their waters.

In conclusion, S.168 is good for American jobs, good for the economy, and good for our nation’s
waterways. The bill will restore the efficient and cost-effective movement of marine commerce
in the U.S., and we urge its swift passage in the Senate.

Respectfully,
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